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NB: The exam will take one hour and thirty minutes.  

I. READING / COMPREHENSION  

Read the following text to do the tasks which follow. 

 

Sesame Street goes to Afghanistan 
Ever since they made their first appearance on US TV in the 1960s, Big Bird and his friends 

have taught children around the world how to count, read and write. 

Now the characters from Sesame Street have moved all the way from New York to Afghanistan, 

with a few changes to make them acceptable to the local audience. For example, they no longer 

encourage children to sing or dance in front of the TV – or bark like a dog. 

“We tested a scene where Ernie is barking like a dog and getting Bert to copy him, but we found 

that parents were against it,” said Tania Farzana the executive producer. “A dog is considered to 

be unclean, so the parents didn’t understand it.” 

The 26 new “Baghch-e-Simsim” programmes are a coproduction between the Afghan company 

Moby Media, and the Sesame Workshop. 

However, the US executives keep tight control over the adaptation of their show. One scene in 

Afghanistan showing a family car ride was dropped because no one was wearing a seatbelt. 

Nevertheless, the Sesame Street formula remains intact, with brightly coloured puppets keeping 

children entertained while the programme delivers educational messages. 

“In a country with a young population and an education system that is not up to standard, 

reaching millions of kids through television seems the way to go,” said Saad Mohseni, of Moby 

Media. 

Also present in the Afghan version is the social activism at the heart of Sesame Street. For a 

film about a girl’s first day at school, the Afghan production team chose a student from the 

disadvantaged Hazara community. 

Sherrie Westin from Sesame Workshop, said the programme’s mini-documentaries about 

Afghan children “celebrate diversity and introduce children from Afghanistan’s various 

provinces to each other”. 

 

1. Answer these questions. 
 

a Where is the show from? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

b What are the characters called? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

c What do the puppets look like? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

d Who is the audience? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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e What is the formula of the show and what messages does it deliver? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

f What are typical scenes? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6 x 5 = 30 pts 

 

2. Read the article and complete these sentences with words from the text. 
a The programme first began in ___________________________________________________. 

b Afghan parents don’t want their children to make a noise like a 

_________________________. 

c The producers dropped a scene with a family in a 

____________________________________. 

d The show still entertains and also gives ________________________________ to the young 

viewers. 

e The show is helpful because the system of _________________________ is poor in 

Afghanistan. 

f One film has a disadvantaged girl on her first visit to 

__________________________________. 

 

6 x 3 = 18 pts 

 

3. Complete this summary of the article by putting the verbs in brackets into the 

present perfect or past simple. 

 
Ever since Sesame Street first (a) ________________ (begin) in 1969 American children (b) 

________________________ (learn) their letters from Big Bird and his friends. Over the years 

the characters (c) __________________ (appear) in different countries around the world. Last 

year children in Nigeria (d) ___________________ (see) an adaptation of the 

show for the first time and (e) _________________ (enjoy) meeting the characters. Recently the 

Sesame Workshop organization (f) __________________________ (decide) to introduce the 

show to Afghanistan and it (g) _____________________ (help) to make 26 programmes for 

local viewers. 

7 x 2,5 = 17,5 pts 

 

4. Is it a good idea to adapt Sesame Street for a country like Afghanistan? Why? 

Why not? 
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7,5 pts 

II. GRAMMAR 

 

1. Complete the sentences with the correct time preposition (on, in, at, since, for). 

a) Peter is playing tennis _____ Saturday.  

b) My brother's birthday is _____  the 5th of November.  
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c) My birthday is _____ May.  

d) We are going to see my parents  _____the weekend.  

e) _____ 1666, a great fire broke out in London.  

f) I don't like walking alone in the streets  _____night.  

g) My friend has been living in Canada  _____ two years.  

h) I have been waiting for you  _____ seven o'clock.  

i) We arrived _____ 5 o’ clock _____ the morning. 

j) There are usually a lot of parties_____  New Year’s Eve. 

10 x 1 = 10 pts 

2. Complete the sentences with the comparative or superlative form of the adjective in 
brackets. 

1. My house is   ________________________ (big) than yours.  

2. This flower is  ________________________  (beautiful)  than that one.  

3. This is the  ________________________  (interesting)  book I have ever read.  

4. Non-smokers usually live  ________________________  (long)  than smokers.  

5. A holiday by the sea is  ________________________  (good)  than a holiday in the 

mountains.  

6. Who is the  ________________________ (rich)  woman on earth?  

7. The weather this summer is even ________________________ (bad) than last summer.  

8. He was the  ________________________ (clever)  thief of all.  

9. You are the ________________________ (pretty) girl in class. 

10. The red dress is the ______________________ (attractive) in the shop. 

11. I always tell the _______________________ (fun) jokes. 

12. Your hair is ____________________ (curly) than my hair. 

12 x 1 = 12 pts 

 

3.   Using MODAL VERBS finish each sentence (b) so it means the same as sentence (a). 

1 (a)  He has black hair and brown eyes. I’m sure he is not Swedish. 

(b)  He has black hair and brown eyes. 

He______________________________________ 

     2    (a)  The dog’s barking. I’m sure he’s hungry. 

           (b)  The dog’s barking. 

He____________________________________________________ 

      3   (a)   There’s no food in his bowl. I’m certain he hasn’t eaten anything since morning. 

           (b)   There’s no food in his bowl.  

He ____________________________________________ 
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      4   (a)   Sally hasn’t been in touch with me: Perhaps she phoned while I was out. 

           (b)   Sally hasn’t been in touch with me.  

She______________________________________ 

      5   (a)   Ah, the phone’s ringing. Maybe it’s Sally. 

           (b)   Ah, the phone‘s ringing.  

It________________________________________________ 

      6   (a )  Why did the car crash? Perhaps the driver didn’t see the red light. 

           (b)  Why did the car crash? The 

driver__________________________________________ 

      7   (a)   I’m sure it was Tom I saw at the theatre last night. 

           (b)   

It____________________________________________________________________ 

       8   (a)  Why is that man standing at the side of the road?   

                 Perhaps he’s trying to hitch a lift. 

(b)  Why is that man standing at the side of the road? 

He________________________________________________________________ 

8 x 1 = 8 pts 

4. Complete the sentences.  

Use the adverb and the correct form of the verbs in brackets.  

Use contractions where possible. 

 

1. Our teacher, Mrs Jones,   __________________________   (never / be) 

late for lessons.  

2. I   __________________________ (often / clean) my bedroom at the 

weekend.  

3. My brother  _________________________ (hardly ever / help) me with 

my homework.  

4. I ___________________________ (sometimes / be) bored in the maths 

lessons.  

5. We _________________________________  (rarely / watch) football 

on TV.  

6. You and Tony ____________________________ (never / play) 

computer games with me.  

7. You ________________________________ (usually / be) at the sports 

centre on Sunday.  

8. The school bus _____________________ (always / arrive) at half past 

eight.  

8 x 1,5 = 12 pts 

 

5. THE PASSIVE 

Complete the profile of Cuban singer Celia Cruz using the correct active or passive form 

of the verbs in brackets. 

 

Celia Cruz was probably the most famous female singer in the history of Cuban music. Born in 

Havana in 1925, she _______________ (make) twenty-three best-selling albums and she 

_______________ (know) as the Queen of Salsa. When she was a teenager, she 

_______________ (took) to cabarets to sing, but her father _______________ (encourage) her 
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to keep studying, hoping she would become a Spanish teacher. Her first major breakthrough 

_______________ (come) in 1950 when she _______________ (invite) to become the singer 

with a well-known orchestra, but she _______________ (not receive) well by audiences at first. 

In 1959, she _______________ (leave) Cuba and became a US citizen. From here, she travelled 

all over the world to give concerts. She _______________ (give) a first Grammy for her work 

in 1990. She died in 2003, but she _______________ (not forget). In 2004 a park in New Jersey 

_______________ (name) after her, and a star in her honour can _______________ (see) on a 

nearby sidewalk. 

12 x 2 = 24 pts 

 

6. 

 

 
 

8 x 2 = 16 pts 

 

7. There is one mistake in each of the following sentences. Find it and write the corrected 

sentence below. 
 

1. How long do you live in Miami? 

2. Yesterday evening I have seen a really funny film. 

3. I’ll phone you as soon as I’ll arrive. 

4. If I win a million pounds, I’d buy a Ferrari. 

5. I work in this office since 1999. 

6. ‘I went to Canada last year’. ‘So have I’. 

7. If you have a headache you should to take an aspirin. 

8. ‘What’s the matter?’ ‘I have just been seeing a car accident’. 

9. Could you tell me how much does this cost? 

10. She said me that she was hungry. 

10 x 1,5 = 15 pts 
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III. WRITING 
30 pts 

1.     2.     3. 

 

Which of these images would you use for an advertising campaign to promote Portugal 

abroad? Write 100 words explaining your choice.  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

�
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________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 


